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REGULAR MEETING 

 
INTRODUCTIONS 
Chair Norris called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. with roll call. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Chair Norris asked the council if they had any additions or corrections to the April 17, 2017 
Minutes.  No corrections or edits were offered. 
 
Chair Norris requested a motion to approve the April 17, 2017 Minutes; Al Bobrofsky motioned 
to approve the Minutes; Ken Buchholtz seconded the motion; the motion unanimously carried 
and the April 17, 2017 Minutes were approved. 
 
DEPARTMENT UPDATES 
Chair Norris announced that Duncan Wyeth has resigned from the council.  A letter has been 
sent to Duncan thanking him for his long-time participation on the council. 
 
Chair Norris also addressed the council regarding its role.  When people come before the 
council to present a project, idea, or just have a question, it is the responsibility of the council to 
greet them with civility and provide them with constructive advice.  Often, they may have a great 
idea or a great project but are uncertain as to the proper avenues or procedures to move it 
forward.  The council’s role is to educate and assist people or organizations with their projects 
or questions.  The Chair asks that all council members, department staff and any other 
representatives of the council or department greet and treat people with respect and provide 
them with a positive experience. 
 
Executive Updates 
Sharon Schafer, ADA Sponsor, informed the council that Dr. William Moritz, the department’s 
Natural Resources Deputy, will be departing and heading back to his home state of Iowa.  He 
will be working for the Safari Club and will still have a consulting role with the department.  This 
is a critical position within the department, overseeing all fishing, wildlife, law enforcement, 
forestry, and parks and recreation programs.  The department will begin searching for a 
replacement. 
 
Accessibility Team Updates 
Diana Engle, now the accessibility team chair, commented that the team is transitioning.  She is 
now the chair (replacing former chair Vicki Brown), and Christie Bayus is now the co-chair.  A 
team representative is retiring so we may have a new member appointed to represent the 
forestry division. 
 
Diana also mentioned that the mParks Come Out and Play at the Capitol event is scheduled for 
next Wednesday, June 28.  The event will run from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on the Capitol lawn in 
downtown Lansing.  The department will have a booth set up to provide information and create 
an awareness regarding accessible recreation.  Accessible equipment will also be on-site to 
include a tracked chair from Michigan Operation Freedom Outdoors, the beach chair from 
Sleepy Hollow State Park, and the elevated hunting blind from the Rose Lake Shooting Range.  
She invited all council members to attend.    
 
She further reported that the team is looking at its strategic plan to identify areas where the 
department has and can continue to take action.  The accessibility assessment tools and 
checklists are also near completion so the parks can begin assessing their facilities. 
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WELCOME TO MOTZ COUNTY PARK 
Tom Olson, Park Supervisor, welcomed the council to the park.  Motz County Park is a 42-acre 
park that was designed with accessibility as a priority.  Every facility (i.e. pavilion, beach house 
and restrooms), picnic table, grill, fishing pier, pedestrian pathway, the parking lot, and access 
to the beach/water is fully accessible.  The Motz County Park project received several grants, 
including a combination of trust fund and W. K. Kellogg Foundation Access to Recreation 
grants.  In partnership with the Clinton County Parks and Green Space Commission, the 
Michigan Department of Natural Resources’ trust fund program, and the Access Recreation 
Group, the park officially opened on Memorial Day weekend in 2010, with a ribbon cutting 
ceremony held on June 12.  He reminded the council that there will be a tour of the park 
immediately after the council meeting adjourns. 
 
The council thanked Mr. Olson for allowing them to meet at this beautiful park on such a 
beautiful day. 
 
MARKETING AND OUTREACH INITIATIVES 
Kristin Phillips, chief of the Marketing and Outreach Division, updated the council on the 
department’s marketing and outreach campaigns and initiatives.  In 2015, the Michigan Wildlife 
Council was created by the legislature.  One dollar ($1.00) from restricted hunting/fishing 
licenses went to the Wildlife Council to create a statewide campaign.  Working with GUD 
Marketing, they focused their campaign on people that don’t normally hunt or fish.  Using a 
representative sampling of the entire state by age, gender, population, geographic location, etc., 
they got a snapshot of what people in Michigan think about hunting, fishing, wildlife 
management, and the department. 
 
Overall, the hunting approval rate is very high (around 47%) amongst white males over the age 
of 50 that live in northern Michigan.  The other half is made up of females, younger adults, or 
millennials living in urban areas of the state.  Detroit and Grand Rapids stood out as areas 
where the department needs to increase awareness. 
 
They also asked Michigan residents how they feel about hunters versus the hunting sport.  
There was a larger support for the sport of hunting but lower support towards hunters.  They 
also used the same data for fishing and trapping and received similar response with less 
support for trapping. 
 
Kristin also presented several scenarios that were shocking.  When people were asked to 
describe wildlife, they thought of lions, zebras, kangaroos, or other species that do not exist in 
Michigan or the United States.  When they were asked to describe angling, they thought more 
along the lines of algebra or mathematical angles, and when asked what sportsmen means to 
them, of course they thought of basketball, football, softball and other non-related sports. 
 
GUD Marketing took all of that research and developed their campaign, which included bus 
raps, mobile media, etc. to relay the message that wildlife and natural resources will be here for 
generations to come.  This campaign has been in place for one year.  GUD Marketing is getting 
ready to do a second survey to determine how effective their campaign was. 
 
The department also did a lot of promotions on boating, camping, fishing and trails, working with 
the tourism industries, visitor bureaus and using videos to promote activities.  The department is 
also in the process of developing several mobile apps, including a mobile licensing system so 
that hunters and anglers can register their harvests over the phone. 
 
Julie Ellsworth, accessibility team member, also mentioned that the department is updating all of 
their web sites, including park content, and are redesigning their accessibility page. 
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Kristin also mentioned that she works with the director of marketing for Pure Michigan, as well 
as the travel director for Travel Michigan.  Discussions ensued on how to get Pure Michigan and 
Travel Michigan to consider promoting accessible recreation in their ads, in their publications or 
on their web sites. 
 
Council members mentioned the numerous events or activities that are hosted by other 
organizations for disabled hunters or disabled veterans and asked how they can work with the 
department to get those events announced or recognized.  In turn, how can the council get 
involved in various events that the department hosts or participates in, such as the Ultimate 
Fishing Show, the Outdoorama, etc?  How do we create partnerships to bring more awareness 
on accessible recreation opportunities to people with disabilities to get them in the outdoors? 
 
Council member Carolyn Grawi recognized the good work that the department is doing in 
marketing outdoor recreation.  However, she asked if the department would consider filtering in 
some pictures or activities that highlight accessible features such as the elevated hunting blinds, 
accessible playgrounds, disabled hunters or anglers, accessible beaches, and accessible 
equipment.   
 
Kristin invited any council members that have an interest in joining a brainstorming session with 
GUD Marketing to contact her.  She also commented that maybe we can get a representative 
from Pure Michigan to attend a future council meeting to listen to the ideas and concerns of the 
council regarding the promotion of accessible recreation. 
 
The council recognized the department for their efforts, and thanked Kristin for her willingness to 
listen to the council’s concerns and for offering to take these ideas and suggestions back to the 
department and her future meetings with Pure Michigan. 
 
PARKS AND RECREATION DIVISION POLICY – ADA CAMPSITE S 
Jason Fleming, Resource Protection and Promotion Manager, notified the council that the Parks 
and Recreation Division is planning to make changes to the policy regarding ADA campsites.  
Instead of having local sales on a first-come, first-served basis, they will be loaded into the 
central reservation system.  This will allow people that require an ADA site the opportunity to 
reserve them six months in advance.  If the day someone arrives at the park and asks for an 
ADA site, they will be allowed to reserve it for one night if it is available. 
  
The council asked how the parks enforce the use of ADA sites.  Jason responded that staff has 
been instructed to never ask someone to demonstrate or explain their disability.  He further 
explained the steps that park staff have been instructed to follow in determining whether or not 
they can allow someone to reserve an ADA site. 
 
These changes will go into effect for the next camping season.  If the council has any further 
questions, comments or suggestions regarding the policy, they can send them to Jason Fleming 
or Yolanda Taylor.  
 
DNR RECREATION GRANT APPLICATIONS 
Tamara Jorkasky, chair of the department’s A-Team Grant Application, Project and Program 
Review subcommittee, announced that she has been asked to speak on behalf of council 
member, Cindy Burkhour, chair of the AAC’s Infrastructure and Natural Resource Programs 
subcommittee, who sends her apologies that she could not attend this meeting. 
 



DNR Accessibility Advisory Council 
MINUTES – June 20, 2017 

Page 5  

Tamara explained to the council that they will be receiving brief presentations on the following 
Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund (MNRTF) grant applications and proposed projects, as 
follows: 
 
DNR Finance and Operations Division -- Shooting Ranges: 
TF17-0105 Marquette Shooting Range 
TF17-0225 Barry State Game Area Shooting Range 
TF17-0223 Grand Traverse Shooting Range 
TF17-0224 Lapeer Pit Shooting Range Improvements 
 
DNR Finance and Operations Division: 
TF17-0193 Cadillac Customer Service Center Interpretive Trail 
 
DNR Parks and Recreation Division: 
TF17-0081 Muskegon Winter Sports Complex Canopy Tour 
 
Tamara further explained that all of these grant applications/proposed projects, have been 
through an accessibility review and input process involving the applicants, representatives from 
the A-Team subcommittee, respective division representatives, and the AAC’s Infrastructure 
and Natural Resources Program subcommittee.  Information and materials were also shared 
with all members of the AAC for their review and input as well. 
 
Based on all the input that was received, all applications have been revised to incorporate 
changes that will exceed the minimum requirements of the ADA. 
 
Presenters included: 
 
� Lori Burford, Shooting Range and Facilities Specialist, DNR Finance and Operations 

Division; Shooting Ranges; 
� Charlotte Kiefer, Mid-Michigan Administrative Area Manager, DNR Finance and Operations 

Division; Cadillac Customer Service Center Interpretive Trail; and 
� Matt Lincoln, Grant Coordinator and Land Liaison, DNR Parks and Recreation Division; 

Muskegon Winter Sports Complex Canopy Tour. 
 
After making their presentations and entertaining questions about each project, Chair Norris 
asked the council if they would be willing to make a motion in support of all trust fund grant 
applications and projects presented. 
 
Council member Al Bobrofsky motioned, in support of all applications, that: 
 
� The Accessibility Advisory Council (Council) acknowledges that all of the grant applications 

and proposed projects listed are designed above and beyond the minimum standards of the 
ADA and meet the acceptable scoring criteria for accessibility; 

� The applicants sought input from individuals with a disability or disability advocates, 
affecting the final design; 

� The Council supports and endorses all of the projects and grant applications listed; and 
� The Council recommends that the Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund Board approve 

all of these grant applications and projects. 
 
Carolyn Grawi and Rick Briggs simultaneously seconded the motion; the motion unanimously 
carried in support of all grant applications/projects that were presented and are listed above. 
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Tamara and all presenters thanked the council for their input and support.  Tamara will later 
report on the results and decision of the Trust Fund Board after their December meeting. 
 
In addition, Jim Rudicil, Executive Director of the Muskegon Winter Sports Complex, was also 
present.  He talked to the council briefly about creating partnerships.  He currently partners with 
the Disability Network of Northern Michigan and welcomed council members to contact him if 
they are interested in holding events at the complex or creating partnerships for future events or 
improvements to the center.  One of the future components of the winter luge is to make it fully 
accessible like the summer luge.  Jim still works with the U.S. Olympics and his future goal is to 
work with the Paralympics. 
 
COUNCIL BUSINESS 
 
Vacancies 
Chair Norris announced there are five vacancies on the council.  Four applications to fill those 
vacancies were presented to the council for their review prior to the meeting.  The council 
announced they are in support of all four applicants. 
 
Carolyn Grawi made a motion in support of all four applicants; Rick Briggs seconded the motion; 
the motion unanimously carried and all members present were in support of appointing them to 
the council. 
 
Sharon Schafer announced she will now take the council’s recommendation to the Director for 
his approval.  Once approved, the new members will be notified regarding their appointment to 
the council and their terms. 
  
Council Updates 
Council member Carolyn Grawi mentioned that the Ann Arbor Center for Independent Living 
has been involved in multiple trust fund projects, and a universal access playground is coming 
to Ann Arbor.  On September 17, a grand opening and family picnic will be held at Gallup Park 
from 3 to 6 p.m., 3000 Fuller Road (rain or shine).  She also mentioned that the 27th 
anniversary of the ADA is celebrated on July 26.  The AACIL will have their annual event at the 
center from 4 to 6 p.m. Yolanda will send out the invitations electronically. 
 
The council asked for an explanation about the mParks Come Out and Play at the Capitol 
event.  Justin Lippe, council member and mParks representative, commented that this event 
came to be about seven years ago.  mParks went to the capitol with pamphlets and handouts, 
highlighting the importance of our state’s parks, day camps and recreation.  They also played 
various yard games and, hence, this event was created. 
 
Vendors will display various yard games and outdoor equipment.  About 15-20 activity stations 
are set up with anything from bean bag toss and disc golf to kayak simulation.  The department 
has also participated by providing a simulated camping area, fishing pond, and other activities.  
Last year, the DNR added the elevated hunting blind to their booth and, this year, the focus was 
on accessible recreation.  Although this event is directed at children and school groups, and the 
equipment is generally used by adults, the team felt that the children could still learn and share 
information about accessible recreation with their families, schoolmates or friends that may have 
a disability.  Approximately 1,500 children pass through this event. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
Chair Norris asked if there was anyone present from the general public that would like to 
address the council at this time. 
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Paula Lemieux commended the Parks and Recreation Division for continuing to improve their 
policy regarding ADA campsites.  She also commented that the national parks provide a wealth 
of in-depth and specific information regarding accessible recreation (i.e. distance to the 
restroom, what type of accessibility features are available, etc.) and suggested the department 
take a look at their site for ideas.  Julie Ellsworth, team member, responded that the department 
is currently evaluating this information.  The department is part way there with our site, 
www.michigan.gov/dnraccessibility, but there is still much work to do. 
 
Ron Willson, retired DNR employee and unofficial spokesperson for the Brain Injury Association 
of Michigan, commented that he spent two years in Oregon at a brain injury rehab facility and 
wanted to do something that was not only therapeutic but also gets people in the outdoors.  He 
spoke with the Red Cedar Fly Fishers organization about creating a therapeutic fly tying class.  
After discussion, therapists now want to learn how to tie flies so they can teach their patients.  
Ron also donated three big cases of his fly tying supplies to get this program up and running.  
Fly tying is not only therapeutic but it helps to improve coordination, numbness and, best of all, it 
gets people involved in outdoor recreation.  He also commented that he is looking to create 
more partnerships and programs that benefit those that have suffered from traumatic brain 
injury.  The council applauded Mr. Willson for creating a wonderful partnership and program, 
and extended an invitation for him to contact any member on the council to discuss future 
partnerships. 
 
CLOSING BUSINESS 
The council requested and encouraged the department to seek out and include partnerships in 
future projects. 
 
Next meeting is scheduled for September 26 and will be held at the Michigan Library and 
Historical Center. 
 
The Chair reminded council members and department staff to gather in the pavilion for the tour 
of Motz County Park. 
 
ADJOURN 
Chair Norris requested a motion to adjourn. 
 
Al Bobrofsky motioned for adjournment; Ken Buchholtz seconded the motion; the meeting was 
adjourned at 12:30 p.m. 
 
 


